Introductory Letter for Primary 3 Parents

The whole of primary 3 will be working very closely this year. In areas such as maths, reading and spelling pupils will be grouped but will have the opportunity to work with both teachers. These groupings will be regularly monitored and allow for high levels of altering depending on the area of the curriculum and pupil confidence. For logistic reasons pupils will have set grouping for music and PE to allow for teacher non-contact time. 
Important weekly routines:
Monday: Show and Tell.

Tuesday: Physical Education (kit needed)

Wednesday: Music, Art

Thursday: Physical Education (kit needed)

Friday: Assembly

Behaviour

In primary 3 we aim to continue with the same approach to behaviour that pupils have became used to through their schooling. We follow the school rules, which are the following:

· Do as asked first time

· Hands, feet and objects to yourself

· Take care of school and personal property

· Treat other people with respect
In class we will initially be using the system “buzzed for learning” to track behaviour. Just like the reach for the stars system, that pupils used last year, children can move both in a positive direction or a negative one depending on their behaviours and choices. This encourages pupils to continue making the correct decisions and allows them to recover when they have not followed the rules fully. 

General
If pupils wish to show something from home to the rest of the class they should bring it with them on the Monday. We encourage that it isn’t anything of major value as pupils have full responsibility for their welfare. Pupils should avoid bringing toys to school as a general rule as these can cause unnecessary problems between other children. Balls, skipping ropes etc. for breaks and lunches are acceptable. 

Pupils are encouraged to bring a water bottle with them to school and will be responsible to fill them at the starts of breaks and lunches. 

Reading: 
Pupils will continue to read frequently in class- they will regularly read with the teacher during the week and be given books to read both in class and at home. Pupils should bring their reading books with them to school everyday, as we will be using these for daily reading activities working on a range of areas across the literacy curriculum. Pupils reading skills will be closely monitored and will be given access to a range of texts. 

Pupils are also encouraged to read for enjoyment and are encouraged to bring it books to read when they have the opportunity in class. 

Homework

Spelling homework will be given out weekly and involve pupils following the look, say, cover, write and check process to help them to learn the words or rule. Pupils will then usually be given a choice of activities that they can do alongside this.

Pupils will regularly be given homework for other curricular areas and will be given at least a week to complete this. These tasks will allow pupils to consolidate or apply what they have learnt in the classroom. As the year progresses we will also be sending home flashcards for both maths and literacy along with a range of activities you can do with these to help your child. 

We are also looking to develop a “Primary 3 Passport” homework system that would reward pupils for demonstrating the four capacities from curriculum for excellence (successful learners, effective contributors, responsible citizens, confident individuals) outside of the classroom. This will help celebrate their progress, successes and achievements outside of school. 

Sharing of learning

We aim to send home examples of pupils work on a regular basis to allow you to have discussion with your child about their learning and celebrate their success. 
We will aim to send out curriculum overviews for each term/topic and will also include personalized targets for the pupils. 

We will also aim to share examples of their learning electronically through the school website and will keep you updated on this.

